


This Weeks Sermon
“Who can stand before Thee”

Psalm 130



Psalm 129

1 “They have greatly oppressed me from my youth,” 
let Israel say; 

2 “they have greatly oppressed me from my youth, 
but they have not gained the victory over me. 

3 Plowmen have plowed my back 
and made their furrows long. 

4 But the LORD is righteous; 
he has cut me free from the cords of the wicked.” 



Psalm 129

5 May all who hate Zion 
be turned back in shame. 

6 May they be like grass on the roof, 
which withers before it can grow; 

7 a reaper cannot fill his hands with it, 
nor one who gathers fill his arms. 

8 May those who pass by not say to them, 
“The blessing of the LORD be on you; 

we bless you in the name of the LORD.” 



Psalm 130

1 Out of the depths I cry to you, LORD; 



This is the Psalmist's statement and plea: he had never ceased to 
pray even when brought into the lowest state. The depths usually 
silence all they engulf, but they could not close the mouth of this 
servant of the Lord; on the contrary, it was in the abyss itself that 
he cried unto Jehovah. Beneath the floods, prayer lived and 
struggled; yea, above the roar of the billows rose the cry of faith. It 
little matters where we are if we can pray; but prayer is never 
more real and acceptable than when it rises out of the worst 
places. Deep places beget deep devotion. Depths of earnestness 
are stirred by depths of tribulation. Diamonds sparkle most amid 
the darkness…The more distressed we are, the more excellent is 
the faith which trusts bravely in the Lord, and therefore appeals 
to him, and to him alone. Good men may be in the depths of 
temporal and spiritual trouble; 



but good men in such cases look only to their God, and they stir 
themselves up to be more instant and earnest in prayer than at 
other times. The depth of their distress moves the depths of their 
being; and from the bottom of their hearts an exceeding great and 
bitter cry rises unto the one living and true God. David had often 
been in the deep, and as often had he pleaded with Jehovah, his 
God, in whose hand are all deep places. He prayed, and 
remembered that he had prayed, and pleaded that he had prayed; 
hoping ere long to receive an answer. It would be dreadful to look 
back on trouble and feel forced to own that we did not cry unto 
the Lord in it; but it is most comforting to know that whatever we 
did not do, or could not do, yet we did pray, even in our worst 
times. He that prays in the depth will not sink out of his depth. He 
that cries out of the depths shall soon sing in the heights.
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Psalm 130

1 Out of the depths I cry to you, LORD; 
2 Lord, hear my voice. 
Let your ears be attentive 

to my cry for mercy. 



Psalm 130

3 If you, LORD, kept a record of sins, 
Lord, who could stand? 



Psalm 130

4 But with you there is forgiveness, 
so that we can, with reverence, serve you. 



Psalm 130

5 I wait for the LORD, my whole being waits, 
and in his word I put my hope. 

6 I wait for the Lord 
more than watchmen wait for the morning, 
more than watchmen wait for the morning.



Psalm 130

5 I wait for the LORD, my whole being waits, 
and in his word I put my hope. 

6 I wait for the Lord 
more than watchmen wait for the morning, 
more than watchmen wait for the morning.

As Long As It Takes…



Psalm 130

7 Israel, put your hope in the LORD, 
for with the LORD is unfailing love 
and with him is full redemption. 

8 He himself will redeem Israel 
from all their sins.



Psalm 130

7 Israel, put your hope in the LORD, 
for with the LORD is unfailing love 
and with him is full redemption. 

8 He himself will redeem Israel 
from all their sins.

Why does the Psalmist conclude from the depths that we need full 
redemption of our sins. 



Psalm 130

7 Israel, put your hope in the LORD, 
for with the LORD is unfailing love 
and with him is full redemption. 

8 He himself will redeem Israel 
from all their sins.

Redemption Plenteously





Psalm 130 Remix (Martin Luther Edition)

From the depths of woe I raise to Thee
The voice of lamentation;

Lord, turn a gracious ear to me
And hear my supplication;

If Thou iniquities dost mark,
Our secret sins and misdeeds dark,

who shall stand before Thee?



Psalm 130 Remix

To wash away the crimson stain,
Grace, grace alone availeth;

Our works, alas! Are all in vain;
In much the best life faileth;

No man can glory in Thy sight,
All must alike confess Thy might,

And live alone by mercy.



Psalm 130 Remix

3. Therefore my trust is in the Lord,
And not in mine own merit;

On Him my soul shall rest, His word
Upholds my fainting spirit;

His promised mercy is my fort,
My comfort and my sweet support;

I wait for it with patience.



Psalm 130 Remix

4. What though I wait the live-long night,
And �til the dawn appeareth,

My heart still trusteth in His might;
It doubteth not nor feareth;

Do thus, O ye of Israel�s seed,
Ye of the Spirit born indeed;

And wait �til God appeareth.



Psalm 130 Remix

5. Though great our sins and sore our woes
His grace much more aboundeth;
His helping love no limit knows,

Our upmost need it soundeth.
Our Shepherd good and true is He,

Who will at last His Israel free
From all their sin and sorrow.
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Of the Psalms which are called Penitential this is the chiefest. But, 
as it is the most excellent, so it has been perverted to the most 
disgraceful abuse in the Popedom: e.g., that it should be mumbled 
in the lowest voice by slow bellies, in the sepulchral vigils for their 
liberation of souls from purgatory: as if David were here treating 
of the dead, when he has not even spoken a word about them; but 
says that he himself, a living man, was calling upon God; and 
exhorts the Israelites, living men also, to do the same. But leaving 
the buffooneries of the Papists we will rather consider the true 
meaning and use of the Psalm. It contains the most ardent prayer 
of a man grievously distressed by a sense of the Divine anger 
against sin: by earnest turning to God and penitence, he is seeking 
the forgiveness of his iniquities.



Gospel Application
Are you in the depths?

Redemption is here!!!


