


The Lord’s prayer

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.

And forgive us our debts,
as we also have forgiven our debtors.

And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from the evil one.

For yours is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory forever. 

Amen.







This week’s message:

The grace which rescues
2 Peter 2:1-9
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2 Peter 2:1–9
1 But there were also false prophets among the people, just as there will 
be false teachers among you. They will secretly introduce destructive 

heresies, even denying the sovereign Lord who bought them—
bringing swift destruction on themselves. 2 Many will follow their 

depraved conduct and will bring the way of truth into disrepute. 3 In 
their greed these teachers will exploit you with fabricated stories. Their 
condemnation has long been hanging over them, and their destruction 

has not been sleeping. 



2 Peter 2:1–9
4 For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but sent them to 

hell, putting them in chains of darkness to be held for judgment; 5 if he 
did not spare the ancient world when he brought the flood on its 

ungodly people, but protected Noah, a preacher of righteousness, and 
seven others; 6 if he condemned the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah by 
burning them to ashes, and made them an example of what is going to 
happen to the ungodly; 7 and if he rescued Lot, a righteous man, who 

was distressed by the depraved conduct of the lawless 8 (for that 
righteous man, living among them day after day, was tormented in his 
righteous soul by the lawless deeds he saw and heard)—9 if this is so, 
then the Lord knows how to rescue the godly from trials and to hold 

the unrighteous for punishment on the day of judgment.



2 Peter 2:1–3
1 But there were also false prophets among the people, just as there will 
be false teachers among you. They will secretly introduce destructive 

heresies, even denying the sovereign Lord who bought them—
bringing swift destruction on themselves. 2 Many will follow their 

depraved conduct and will bring the way of truth into disrepute. 3 In 
their greed these teachers will exploit you with fabricated stories. Their 
condemnation has long been hanging over them, and their destruction 

has not been sleeping. 



Genesis 3:1 
Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals 

the Lord God had made. He said to the woman, 
“Did God really say…”



Genesis 3:1 
Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals 

the Lord God had made. He said to the woman, 
“Did God really say…”

Serpent/Adam/Eve to God: 
That’s your truth. That’s not my truth.



2 Peter 2:1–3
1 But there were also false prophets among the people, just as there will 
be false teachers among you. They will secretly introduce destructive 

heresies, even denying the sovereign Lord who bought them—
bringing swift destruction on themselves. 2 Many will follow their 

depraved conduct and will bring the way of truth into disrepute. 3 In 
their greed these teachers will exploit you with fabricated stories. Their 
condemnation has long been hanging over them, and their destruction 

has not been sleeping. 



John 14:5-7
5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, we don’t know where you are going, 

so how can we know the way?”

6 Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one 
comes to the Father except through me. 7 If you really know me, 

you will know my Father as well. From now on, you do know him 
and have seen him.”



John 14:5-7
5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, we don’t know where you are going, 

so how can we know the way?”

6 Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one 
comes to the Father except through me. 7 If you really know me, 

you will know my Father as well. From now on, you do know him 
and have seen him.”

The disciples/crowds: 
That’s your truth. That’s not our truth.



2 Peter 2:1–3
1 But there were also false prophets among the people, just as there will 
be false teachers among you. They will secretly introduce destructive 

heresies, even denying the sovereign Lord who bought them—
bringing swift destruction on themselves. 2 Many will follow their 

depraved conduct and will bring the way of truth into disrepute. 3 In 
their greed these teachers will exploit you with fabricated stories. Their 
condemnation has long been hanging over them, and their destruction 

has not been sleeping. 



2 Peter 2:4-8
4 For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but sent them to 

hell, putting them in chains of darkness to be held for judgment; 5 if he 
did not spare the ancient world when he brought the flood on its 

ungodly people, but protected Noah, a preacher of righteousness, and 
seven others; 6 if he condemned the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah by 
burning them to ashes, and made them an example of what is going to 
happen to the ungodly; 7 and if he rescued Lot, a righteous man, who 

was distressed by the depraved conduct of the lawless 8 (for that 
righteous man, living among them day after day, was tormented in his 

righteous soul by the lawless deeds he saw and heard)—



2 Peter 2:4-8
4 For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but sent them to 

hell, putting them in chains of darkness to be held for judgment; 5 if he 
did not spare the ancient world when he brought the flood on its 

ungodly people, but protected Noah, a preacher of righteousness, and 
seven others; 6 if he condemned the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah by 
burning them to ashes, and made them an example of what is going to 
happen to the ungodly; 7 and if he rescued Lot, a righteous man, who 

was distressed by the depraved conduct of the lawless 8 (for that 
righteous man, living among them day after day, was tormented in his 

righteous soul by the lawless deeds he saw and heard)—

The modern-day reader of Scripture:
That’s your truth. That’s not my truth.



“A God without wrath 
brought men without sin 

into a Kingdom without judgment 
through the ministrations of a Christ without a Cross.”

H. Richard Niebuhr,
The Kingdom of God in America

https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/940247


2 Peter 2:9
…9 if this is so, then the Lord knows how to rescue the godly from 

trials and to hold the unrighteous for punishment on the day of 
judgment.



Romans 3:9–12
9 For we have already made the charge that Jews and Gentiles 

alike are all under the power of sin. 10 As it is written: “There is no 
one righteous, not even one; 11 there is no one who understands; 

there is no one who seeks God. 12 All have turned away, they have 
together become worthless; there is no one who does good, not 

even one.” 



Romans 3:9–12
9 For we have already made the charge that Jews and Gentiles 

alike are all under the power of sin. 10 As it is written: “There is no 
one righteous, not even one; 11 there is no one who understands; 

there is no one who seeks God. 12 All have turned away, they have 
together become worthless; there is no one who does good, not 

even one.” 

You and me: That’s your truth. That’s not my truth.



Romans 3:25
God presented Christ as a sacrifice of atonement,

through the shedding of his blood—to be received by faith.





… Scriptures. He ascended to heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father. He will come again with glory to 
judge the living and the dead. His 
kingdom will never end. 

And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the 
Lord, the giver of life. He proceeds from 
the Father and the Son, and with the 
Father and the Son is worshiped and 
glorified. He spoke through the 
prophets. We believe in one holy catholic 
and apostolic church. We affirm one 
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We 
look forward to the resurrection of the 
dead, and to life in the world to come. 
Amen.

We believe in one God, the Father 
almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of 
all things visible and invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only 
Son of God, begotten from the Father 
before all ages, God from God, Light 
from Light, true God from true God, 
begotten, not made; of the same essence 
as the Father. Through him all things 
were made. For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven; he became 
incarnate by the Holy Spirit and the 
virgin Mary, and was made human. He 
was crucified for us under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered and was buried. The third 
day he rose again, according to the…
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