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Message Outline: 
 
Introduction: “What power do we have to change the world?” 
 
 
Power in our world: 
 
Worldly power is forceful, dominating, controlling, winner-take all, coercive and about 
reigning primarily in nature 
 
Power in the Bible 
Definition: Two words for power in the NT: 
  Power and Authority – dunamis and exousia 
 
Power according to Jesus 

1. Complete submission to the Father 
John 5:19-21 
 

2. Rejection of worldly status 
Philippians 2:6 
 

3. Humility, Service and Love are the qualities of Jesus’ Power 
John 13:1-5 
 

4. Non-Coercive Nature toward outsiders 
Luke 9:51-56 

 
 
 
Power given to the followers of Jesus 

1. Gospel Power is NOT trying to lord it over others 
Matthew 20:24-28 - “Not so with you” 

 
2. The Authority Given to Jesus gives us a Purpose 

Matthew 28:18-20 
 



3. Gospel Power is NOT geo-political power 
Acts 1:6-8 

 
4. Gospel Power is Transformational 

Acts 4:8-13 
 

5. Gospel Power is for Salvation 
Romans 1:16 

 
6. Gospel Power is not about us, but God 

1 Corinthians 2:4-5 
 

7. Gospel Power is displayed through our weaknesses 
2 Corinthians 12:9 

 
 
Gospel Application – Will you live, act, believe and love others in the Power of God? 
Pray Ephesians 1:18-21 over the people of Hope 
 
 
 
 
Scripture Passages: 
John 5:19-21 
19 Jesus gave them this answer: “Very truly I tell you, the Son can do nothing by himself; he can 
do only what he sees his Father doing, because whatever the Father does the Son also does. 
20 For the Father loves the Son and shows him all he does. Yes, and he will show him even 
greater works than these, so that you will be amazed. 21 For just as the Father raises the dead 
and gives them life, even so the Son gives life to whom he is pleased to give it. 
 
Philippians 2:6 
Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be used to his 
own advantage… 
 
John 13:1-5 
1It was just before the Passover Festival. Jesus knew that the hour had come for him to leave 
this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to 
the end. 2The evening meal was in progress, and the devil had already prompted Judas, the son 
of Simon Iscariot, to betray Jesus. 3 Jesus knew that the Father had put all things under his 
power, and that he had come from God and was returning to God; 4 so he got up from the meal, 
took off his outer clothing, and wrapped a towel around his waist. 5 After that, he poured water 
into a basin and began to wash his disciples’ feet, drying them with the towel that was wrapped 
around him. 
 



Luke 9:51-56 
51 As the time approached for him to be taken up to heaven, Jesus resolutely set out for 
Jerusalem. 52 And he sent messengers on ahead, who went into a Samaritan village to get things 
ready for him; 53 but the people there did not welcome him, because he was heading for 
Jerusalem. 54 When the disciples James and John saw this, they asked, “Lord, do you want us to 
call fire down from heaven to destroy them?” 55 But Jesus turned and rebuked them. 56 Then he 
and his disciples went to another village. 
 
Matthew 20:24-28 
24 When the ten heard about this, they were indignant with the two brothers. 25 Jesus called 
them together and said, “You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their 
high officials exercise authority over them. 26 Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to 
become great among you must be your servant, 27 and whoever wants to be first must be your 
slave—28 just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a 
ransom for many.” 
 
Matthew 28:18-20 
18 Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to 
me. 19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I have 
commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” 
 
Acts 1:6-8 
6 Then they gathered around him and asked him, “Lord, are you at this time going to restore the 
kingdom to Israel?”  
7 He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own 
authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 

 
Acts 4:8-13 
8 Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them: “Rulers and elders of the people! 9 If we 
are being called to account today for an act of kindness shown to a man who was lame and are 
being asked how he was healed, 10 then know this, you and all the people of Israel: It is by the 
name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified but whom God raised from the dead, that 
this man stands before you healed. 11 Jesus is  

“ ‘the stone you builders rejected,  
which has become the cornerstone.’ k  

12 Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to mankind 
by which we must be saved.”  
13 When they saw the courage of Peter and John and realized that they were unschooled, 
ordinary men, they were astonished and they took note that these men had been with Jesus.  
 
Romans 1:16 



16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God that brings salvation to 
everyone who believes: first to the Jew, then to the Gentile. 
 
1 Corinthians 2:4-5 
4 My message and my preaching were not with wise and persuasive words, but with a 
demonstration of the Spirit’s power, 5 so that your faith might not rest on human wisdom, but 
on God’s power. 
 
2 Corinthians 12:9-10 
9 But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” 
Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest 
on me. 10 That is why, for Christ’s sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in 
persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am strong. 1 
 
Quotes: 
TWO GREEK WORDS OF POWER IN NT (not quoted in sermon, but was referenced) 
In the NT Gk. dýnamis refers primarily to the powers of God or to powers and abilities that God 
gives to people. Jesus tells the disciples to wait for the Holy Spirit, who will give them power for 
ministry (Acts 1:8). The Holy Spirit is frequently mentioned in connection with God giving 
power. In many cases the supernatural power of God is meant, and translations frequently 
render the word “miracle” or “miraculous powers.” Rarely, Paul uses dýnamis to refer to evil 
demonic forces (Eph. 6:12). 
 
When referring to the power of rulers, the NT prefers Gk. exousɩá, most commonly translated 
“authority,” though sometimes rendered “power.” Paul explains that all authority comes from 
God and that political “powers” administer God’s power (Rom. 13:1–7). In the case of Jesus, the 
miracles demonstrate his divine authority. Jesus assumes the divine office of forgiving the sins 
of a paralytic (Mark 2:1–12, esp. v. 10; cf. Matt. 28:18).2 
 
 
Hunter Quote #1 
What, then, am I saying about American democracy? Democracy in America has been in 
existence and flourished for over two centuries, but over this time the political culture has not 
remained static but changed and evolved. Slowly, often imperceptively, there has been a turn 
toward law and politics as the primary way of understanding all aspects of collective life…It has 
affected everyone’s language, imagination, and expectations…and that while the will to power 
has always been present, American democracy increasingly operates within a political culture—
that is, a framework of meaning—that sanctions a will to domination. This, in turn, is fueled by 
a political psychology of fear, anger, negation, and revenge over perceived wrongs. 
~ Hunter, James Davison. To Change the World, Oxford University Press, pages, 108-109 

 
1 The New International Version (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2011), 2 Co 12:9–10. 
2 Mark R. Fairchild, “Power,” ed. David Noel Freedman, Allen C. Myers, and Astrid B. Beck, 
Eerdmans Dictionary of the Bible (Grand Rapids, MI: W.B. Eerdmans, 2000), 1076. 



 
Hunter Quote #2 
Much of the gospel story, of course, can be read as a commentary on Christ’s relationship to 
power and “the powers” generally. Consider the period of Christ’s temptations in the 
wilderness at the start of his ministry. Here Satan offered to Jesus “all the kingdoms of the 
world and their splendor” (Matt. 4:8). Satan’s implicit claim was that he possessed a ruling 
authority in and over the world…If this reading is right then the spirit that animates worldly 
power—whether held by individuals, social groups, communities, institutions, or social 
structures—naturally tends toward manipulation, domination, and control. Rooted in the 
deceptions of misdirected desire, it is a power that in its most coarse expressions would exploit, 
subjugate, and even enslave. Within a fallen humanity, then, all power is tainted, infected by 
the same tendencies toward self-aggrandizing domination. The natural disposition of all human 
power is to its abuse. 
~ James Davison Hunter. To Change the World (p. 187-188). Oxford University Press. Kindle 
Edition. 
 
Hunter Quote #3 
The Son of God was the new Adam. He was both the actual presence and the harbinger of a 
new kingdom. Everything about his life, his teaching, and his death was a demonstration of a 
different kind of power—not just in relation to the spiritual realm and not just in relation to the 
ruling political authorities, but in the ordinary social dynamics of everyday life. It operated in 
complete obedience to God the Father, it repudiated the symbolic trappings of elitism, it 
manifested compassion concretely out of calling and vocation, and it served the good of all and 
not just the good of the community of faith. In short, in contrast to the kingdoms of this world, 
his kingdom manifests the power to bless, unburden, serve, heal, mend, restore, and liberate. 
What follows is clear: as ones who accept his invitation into his kingdom, Christians must follow 
him. As Christ said, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross 
and follow me (Matt. 16:24). What does this mean for Christians who want to engage the world 
for good? In our day, Christians have not only embraced strategies that are incapable of 
bringing about the ends to which they aspire, they have also embraced strategies that are 
deeply problematic, shortsighted, and at times, profoundly corrupted. 
~ James Davison Hunter. To Change the World (p. 193). Oxford University Press. Kindle Edition. 
 





Politics
(and other idols)



“What, then, am I saying about American democracy? 
Democracy in America has been in existence and flourished for 
over two centuries, but over this time the political culture has 
not remained static but changed and evolved. Slowly, often 
imperceptively, there has been a turn toward law and politics 
as the primary way of understanding all aspects of collective 
life…It has affected everyone’s language, imagination, and 
expectations…and that while the will to power has always 
been present, American democracy increasingly operates 
within a political culture—that is, a framework of meaning—
that sanctions a will to domination. This, in turn, is fueled by a 
political psychology of fear, anger, negation, and revenge over 
perceived wrongs.
~ James Davison Hunter. To Change the World, Oxford University Press, pages, 108-109



Gospel Power vrs.
Worldly Power



Power in our world

Worldly power is forceful, dominating, 
controlling, winner-take all, coercive and 

about reigning primarily in nature



“Much of the gospel story, of course, can be read as a 
commentary on Christ’s relationship to power and “the 
powers” generally. Consider the period of Christ’s 
temptations in the wilderness at the start of his ministry. 
Here Satan offered to Jesus “all the kingdoms of the world 
and their splendor” (Matt. 4:8). Satan’s implicit claim was 
that he possessed a ruling authority in and over the world…If 
this reading is right then the spirit that animates worldly 
power—whether held by individuals, social groups, 
communities, institutions, or social structures—naturally 
tends toward manipulation, domination, and control.



“Rooted in the deceptions of misdirected desire, it is a power 
that in its most coarse expressions would exploit, subjugate, 
and even enslave. Within a fallen humanity, then, all power is 
tainted, infected by the same tendencies toward self-
aggrandizing domination. The natural disposition of all 
human power is to its abuse.

~ James Davison Hunter. To Change the World, Oxford University Press, pages, 187-188





Words for “Power”
in the New Testament



Words for “Power”
in the New Testament

ἐξουσία
AUTHORITY



Words for “Power”
in the New Testament

ἐξουσία
AUTHORITY

δύναµις
POWER



Power according to Jesus



Power according to Jesus
1. Complete submission to the Father

John 5:19-21
19 Jesus gave them this answer: “Very truly I tell you, the Son 
can do nothing by himself; he can do only what he sees his 

Father doing, because whatever the Father does the Son also 
does. 20For the Father loves the Son and shows him all he 
does. Yes, and he will show him even greater works than 
these, so that you will be amazed. 21For just as the Father 

raises the dead and gives them life, even so the Son gives life 
to whom he is pleased to give it.



Power according to Jesus
2. Rejection of worldly status

Philippians 2:6
Who, being in very nature God,

did not consider equality with God
something to be used to his own advantage…



Power according to Jesus
3. Humility, Service and Love are qualities of Jesus’ Power

John 13:1-5
1It was just before the Passover Festival. Jesus knew that the hour 
had come for him to leave this world and go to the Father. Having 
loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end. 
2The evening meal was in progress, and the devil had already 

prompted Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot, to betray Jesus. 3 Jesus 
knew that the Father had put all things under his power, and that 
he had come from God and was returning to God; 4 so he got up 
from the meal, took off his outer clothing, and wrapped a towel 
around his waist. 5After that, he poured water into a basin and 

began to wash his disciples’ feet, drying them with the towel that 
was wrapped around him.



Power according to Jesus
4. Non-Coercive Nature toward outsiders

Luke 9:51-56
51As the time approached for him to be taken up to heaven, 

Jesus resolutely set out for Jerusalem. 52And he sent 
messengers on ahead, who went into a Samaritan village to 

get things ready for him; 53 but the people there did not 
welcome him, because he was heading for Jerusalem. 54When 
the disciples James and John saw this, they asked, “Lord, do 
you want us to call fire down from heaven to destroy them?” 

55But Jesus turned and rebuked them. 56Then he and his 
disciples went to another village.



Power in the life of Christ Followers



Power in the life of Christ Followers
1. Gospel Power is NOT trying to lord it over others

Matthew 20:24-28 
24When the ten heard about this, they were indignant with the 

two brothers. 25Jesus called them together and said, “You 
know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their 
high officials exercise authority over them. 26Not so with you. 
Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must be 
your servant, 27and whoever wants to be first must be your 

slave—28just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but 
to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.”



Power in the life of Christ Followers
2. The Authority Given to Jesus gives us a Purpose

Matthew 28:18-20
18Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven 
and on earth has been given to me. 19Therefore go and make 

disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching 

them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I 
am with you always, to the very end of the age.”



Power in the life of Christ Followers
3. Gospel Power is NOT geo-political power

Acts 1:6-8
6Then they gathered around him and asked him, “Lord, are 

you at this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?”

7He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates 
the Father has set by his own authority. 8But you will receive 
power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be 

my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and 
to the ends of the earth.”



Power in the life of Christ Followers
4. Gospel Power is Transformational

Acts 4:8-13
8Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them: “Rulers 

and elders of the people! 9 If we are being called to account today 
for an act of kindness shown to a man who was lame and are 
being asked how he was healed, 10 then know this, you and all 

the people of Israel: It is by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, 
whom you crucified but whom God raised from the dead, that 

this man stands before you healed. 11 Jesus is ‘the stone you 
builders rejected, which has become the cornerstone.’ 12 Salvation 
is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven 

given to mankind by which we must be saved.” 



Power in the life of Christ Followers
5. Gospel Power is for Salvation

Romans 1:16
16For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power 
of God that brings salvation to everyone who believes: first to 

the Jew, then to the Gentile.



Power in the life of Christ Followers
6. Gospel Power is not about us, but God

1 Corinthians 2:4-5
4My message and my preaching were not with wise and 

persuasive words, but with a demonstration of the Spirit’s 
power, 5 so that your faith might not rest on human wisdom, 

but on God’s power.



Power in the life of Christ Followers
7. Gospel Power is displayed through our weaknesses

2 Corinthians 12:9-10
9But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my 

power is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore I will boast all 
the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power 
may rest on me. 10That is why, for Christ’s sake, I delight in 

weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in 
difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am strong. 



“The Son of God was the new Adam. He was both the actual 
presence and the harbinger of a new kingdom. Everything 
about his life, his teaching, and his death was a 
demonstration of a different kind of power—not just in 
relation to the spiritual realm and not just in relation to the 
ruling political authorities, but in the ordinary social 
dynamics of everyday life. It operated in complete obedience 
to God the Father, it repudiated the symbolic trappings of 
elitism, it manifested compassion concretely out of calling 
and vocation, and it served the good of all and not just the 
good of the community of faith. In short, in contrast to the 
kingdoms of this world, his kingdom manifests the power to 
bless, unburden, serve, heal, mend, restore, and liberate. 



“What follows is clear: as ones who accept his invitation into 
his kingdom, Christians must follow him. As Christ said, “If 
anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take 
up his cross and follow me (Matt. 16:24). What does this 
mean for Christians who want to engage the world for good? 
In our day, Christians have not only embraced strategies that 
are incapable of bringing about the ends to which they aspire, 
they have also embraced strategies that are deeply 
problematic, shortsighted, and at times, profoundly 
corrupted.

~ James Davison Hunter. To Change the World, Oxford University Press, pages, 193



Gospel Application
Will you live in the

Holy Spirit power of the Gospel?
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