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Text

Keep on loving one another as brothers and sisters. 2 Do not forget to show hospitality to
strangers, for by so doing some people have shown hospitality to angels without knowing it. 3
Continue to remember those in prison as if you were together with them in prison, and those
who are mistreated as if you yourselves were suffering.

4 Marriage should be honored by all, and the marriage bed kept pure, for God will judge the
adulterer and all the sexually immoral. 5 Keep your lives free from the love of money and be
content with what you have, because God has said,

“Never will | leave you;
never will | forsake you.”

6 So we say with confidence,

“The Lord is my helper; | will not be afraid.
What can mere mortals do to me?”

Notes
e Introduction

e The principles
o Instructions/principles for the community
m Letlove continue
e Be devoted to one another in love. Honor one another above
yourselves
Romans 12:10
m  Show hospitality to strangers
e “ltis useful to limit the meaning of “hospitality” to benevolence
done to those outside one’s normal circle of friends, as is implied
in the literal meaning of the Greek word (“love of strangers”).”
David K. Huttar, “Hospitality,” Baker Encyclopedia of the Bible
(Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Book House, 1988), 1006.
e “Let God use your home, apartment, dorm room, front yard,
community gymnasium, or garden for the purpose of making



e The posture to hear

strangers into neighbors and neighbors into family. Because that is
the point—building the church and living like a family, the family of
God.”

Rosaria Butterfield, The Gospel Comes with a House Key

Remember those in prison

John Mosley as example in Last Chance U: Basketball Edition

Hold marriage in high honor

“In several treatments of NT ethics sexual immorality and
covetousness are treated in tandem, as they are in 13:4—6 (2 Cor.
5:10-11; Eph. 4:19; 1 Thess. 4:3-6). Both sins involve a gross
self-centeredness that inherently disparages God’s care and
provision.”

George H. Guthrie, “Hebrews,” in Commentary on the New
Testament Use of the Old Testament (Grand Rapids, Mi;
Nottingham, UK: Baker Academic; Apollos, 2007), 991.

Be content

Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; life does not consist in
an abundance of possessions.
Luke 12:15

o Approach/attitude of hearing

Batman theology = not good

o Understanding indicatives and imperatives -- need to get them in the right order!
In every other religion the indicative flows from the imperative. Which
means, 'because | do, therefore | am... Because | do this, therefore I'm a
child of God.' But only in Christianity does the imperative flow from the
indicative. 'Because | am in Christ all these things, therefore | obey.’
Exactly the opposite.”

e The power to do and be
o What we need in order to be able to do what this passage instructs
m The presence of God

Hebrews 13:5-6
o because God has said, “Never will | leave you; never will |
forsake you.” 6 So we say with confidence, “The Lord is my
helper; | will not be afraid. What can mere mortals do to
me?”

First place we hear these words

Genesis 28:12-15
o 12 He had a dream in which he saw a stairway resting on
the earth, with its top reaching to heaven, and the angels
of God were ascending and descending on it. 13There
above it stood the Lord.



o | am with you and will watch over you wherever you go,
and | will bring you back to this land. | will not leave you
until I have done what | have promised you.

e Jesus interprets this passage in John 1:51

o Very truly | tell you, you will see ‘heaven open, and the
angels of God ascending and descending on’ the Son of
Man.

o The ladder is his cross!!

m The gospel as the power for ethics
m Jesus as our hope
o Ephesians 4:32
m Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in
Christ God forgave you.
e The gospel is explicitly articulated or implicitly assumed in EVERY
ethical command
e This is huge!
o Consider than, Hebrews 13’s ethical principles in light of the cross
m Jesus honored his vows, he never wavered in his pursuit of you
m Jesus remembered you in prison
e And took on your death sentence!
m Jesus welcomed you when you were a stranger
m This is what love is: the cross of Christ
e 1 John 3:16 This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid
down his life for us. And we ought to lay down our lives for our
brothers and sisters

Gospel Application
o Are you letting Jesus and his cross put an end to your ethical scorekeeping?
o Where can you let the power of the gospel instruct you this week?















"The scar had not

pained Harry for
nineteen years. All

was well."












Jesus > OT Prophets
Jesus > Angels
Jesus’ Gospel > Old Testament Law
Jesus = 100% Human & Jesus = 100% God
Jesus > the situations OT prophets wrote about
Jesus > Moses
Jesus’ Salvation > Moses’ Exodus
Jesus’ Rest > Moses’ Promised Land
Jesus > all previous priests
Jesus > Religion & Religiosity
Jesus = Ransom, Future Hope & Our Rest






Hebrews 13:1-6

IKeep on loving one another as brothers and
sisters. 2 Do not forget to show hospitality to
strangers, for by so doing some people have
shown hospitality to angels without knowing
it. > Continue to remember those in prison as
if you were together with them in prison, and
those who are mistreated as if you yourselves
were suffering.



Hebrews 13:1-6

* Marriage should be honored by all, and the
marriage bed kept pure, for God will judge
the adulterer and all the sexually immoral. °
Keep your lives free from the love of money
and be content with what you have, because
God has said, “Never will I leave you; never
will I forsake you.” ® So we say with
confidence, “The Lord is my helper; I will not
be afraid. What can mere mortals do to me?”



Hebrews 13:1-6

1. The principles
2. The posture to hear

3. The power to be and do



Hebrews 13:1-6

#1: Let love continue

IKeep on loving one another as brothers and
sisters. 2 Do not forget to show hospitality to
strangers, for by so doing some people have
shown hospitality to angels without knowing
it. > Continue to remember those in prison as
if you were together with them in prison, and
those who are mistreated as if you yourselves
were suffering.



#1: Let love continue

Be devoted to one another in
love. Honor one another above

yourselves
Romans 12:10



Hebrews 13:1-6
#2: Show hospitality to strangers

IKeep on loving one another as brothers and
sisters. 2Do not forget to show hospitality to
strangers, for by so doing some people have
shown hospitality to angels without knowing
it. > Continue to remember those in prison as
if you were together with them in prison, and
those who are mistreated as if you yourselves
were suffering.



It is usetul to limit the meaning of
“hospitality” to benevolence done to
those outside one’s normal circle of
friends, as is implied in the literal
meaning of the Greek word (“love
of strangers”).

David K. Huttar, “Hospitality,” Baker Encyclopedia of the
Bible (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Book House, 1988), 1006.



Radically ordinary hospitality
characterizes those who don’t fuss
over different worldviews
represented at the dinner table. The
truly hospitable aren’t embarrassed
to keep friendships with people who

are different...



Let God use your home, apartment,
dorm room, front yard, community
gymnasium, or garden for the purpose
of making strangers into neighbors and
neighbors into family. Because that is
the point—building the church and
living like a family,

the family of God.”

Rosaria Butterfield, The Gospel Comes with a House Key




Hebrews 13:1-6

#3: Remember those in prison

IKeep on loving one another as brothers and
sisters. 2 Do not forget to show hospitality to
strangers, for by so doing some people have
shown hospitality to angels without knowing
it. > Continue to remember those in prison as
if you were together with them in prison, and
those who are mistreated as if you yourselves
were suffering.









Hebrews 13:1-6
#4-5: Hold marriage in high honor/Be content

* Marriage should be honored by all, and the
marriage bed kept pure, for God will judge the
adulterer and all the sexually immoral.

> Keep your lives free from the love of money
and be content with what you have, because God
has said, “Never will I leave you; never will 1
forsake you.” ® So we say with confidence, “The
Lord is my helper; I will not be afraid. What can
mere mortals do to me?”



In several treatments of NT ethics sexual
immorality and covetousness are treated
in tandem, as they are in 13:4-6 (2 Cor.
5:10-11; Eph. 4:19; 1 Thess. 4:3-6). Both
sins involve a gross self-centeredness
that inherently disparages God’s care
and provision.”

George H. Guthrie, “Hebrews,” in Commentary on the New Testament Use of the Old
Testament (Grand Rapids, MI; Nottingham, UK: Baker Academic; Apollos, 2007), 991.



Be on your guard against all
kinds of greed; life does not
consist in an abundance of

possessions.”
Luke 12:15



SRR

Hebrews 13:1-6

Let love continue

Show hospitality to strangers
Remember those in prison
Hold marriage in high honor
Be content









Let love continue
Show hospitality to strangers

Remember those in prison

Hold marriage in high honor

Be content




Indicatives & Imperatives



Indicatives & Imperatives

! !

True Do



In every other religion the indicative flows
from the imperative. Which means,
'because I do, therefore I am... Because I do
this, therefore I'm a child of God.' But only
in Christianity does the imperative flow
from the indicative. 'Because I am in Christ
all these things, therefore I obey.’

Exactly the opposite.”

- Tim Keller



Hebrews 1-12 Hebrews 13



“Languishing is a sense of stagnation and
emptiness. It feels as if you're muddling
through your days, looking at your life
through a foggy windshield.”



Hebrews 13:1-6

* Marriage should be honored by all, and the
marriage bed kept pure, for God will judge
the adulterer and all the sexually immoral. °
Keep your lives free from the love of money
and be content with what you have, because
God has said, “Never will I leave you; never
will I forsake you.” © So we say with
confidence, “The Lord is my helper; I will not
be afraid. What can mere mortals do to me?”



Genesis 28:15

[ am with you and will
watch over you wherever
you go, and I will bring
you back to this land. I
will not leave you until I
have done what I have
promised you.



Genesis 28:12-13

12 He had a dream in
which he saw a stairway
resting on the earth, with
its top reaching to heaven,
and the angels of God
were ascending and
descending on it. °There
above it stood the Lord.



John 1:51

Very truly I tell you, you
will see “heaven open, and
the angels of God
ascending and descending
on’ the Son of Man.






Ephesians 4:32

2 Be kind and compassionate to
one another, forgiving each
other



Ephesians 4:32

2 Be kind and compassionate to
one another, forgiving each
other, just as in Christ God
forgave you.



Hebrews 13:1-6

#4-5: Jesus honored his vows, he never waivered
* Marriage should be honored by all, and the
marriage bed kept pure, for God will judge the
adulterer and all the sexually immoral.
> Keep your lives free from the love of money
and be content with what you have, because God
has said, “Never will I leave you; never will 1
forsake you.” ® So we say with confidence, “The
Lord is my helper; I will not be afraid. What can
mere mortals do to me?”



Hebrews 13:1-6

#3: Jesus remembered you in prison

IKeep on loving one another as brothers and
sisters. 2 Do not forget to show hospitality to
strangers, for by so doing some people have
shown hospitality to angels without knowing
it. > Continue to remember those in prison as
if you were together with them in prison, and
those who are mistreated as if you yourselves
were suffering.



Hebrews 13:1-6

#2: Jesus welcomed you when you were a stranger/enemy

IKeep on loving one another as brothers and
sisters. 2Do not forget to show hospitality to
strangers, for by so doing some people have
shown hospitality to angels without knowing
it. > Continue to remember those in prison as
if you were together with them in prison, and
those who are mistreated as if you yourselves
were suffering.



Ephesians 4:32

Steven Paulson, Luther for Armchair Theologians, Armchair Theologians
Series (Louisville, KY: Westminster John Knox Press, 2004), 28.



Hebrews 13:1-6
#1: This is what love is: the cross of Christ

IKeep on loving one another as brothers and
sisters. 2 Do not forget to show hospitality to
strangers, for by so doing some people have
shown hospitality to angels without knowing
it. > Continue to remember those in prison as
if you were together with them in prison, and
those who are mistreated as if you yourselves
were suffering.



#1: This is what love is: the cross of Christ

16"

T'his is how we know what love is: Jesus
Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought
to lay down our lives for our brothers and
sisters

1 John 3:16






Gospel Application

* Are you letting Jesus and his cross put an
end to your ethical scorekeeping?

* Where can you let the power of the gospel
instruct you this week?
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